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2002 Subaru

SUBARU ENGINEERING IS NOT ABOUT C ARS. IT ’S ABOUT PEOPLE.

EVERY SUBARU IS DESIGNED AROUND THE SIMPLE IDEA THAT YOU

SHOULD BE ABLE TO GET WHERE YOU WANT TO GO QUICKLY,

COMFORTABLY AND SAFELY. REGARDLESS OF WEATHER AND ROAD

CONDITIONS. THE DRIVING EXPERIENCE SHOULD BE AS SATISFYING

AS IT IS STRESS-FREE. TO DO THIS REQUIRES EXCEPTIONAL CONTROL.

THAT ’S WHY EVERY SUBARU WE MAKE HAS AN ADVANCED FULL-

T IME,  ALL-WHEEL DRIVING SYSTEM FOR MA XIMUM TRACT ION.

A VEHICLE IN CONTROL IS A SAFE VEHICLE, ONE THAT INSPIRES

C O N F I D E N C E  I N  A N Y  S I T U AT I O N ,  A N D  I S  T H E  H E A RT O F  T H E

S U B A R U  P H I L O S O P H Y  O F  A C T I V E  D R I V I N G ,  A C T I V E  S A F E T Y.



Outback H6-3.0 VDC shown in Black Granite Pearl/Titanium Pearl



WHAT “TRACTION CONTROL” WANTS TO BE

WHEN IT GROWS UP.
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Four little patches of tire between

you and the road. Why not use them all?

Subaru All-Wheel Drive constantly

monitors and smoothly adjusts power

to provide the best traction in any

weather. For ultimate control, Subaru

AWD drives all four wheels all the time,

unlike some AWD systems that drive

only two wheels until they detect

a loss of traction and then respond or

must be engaged by the driver.

To further enhance the traction 

of AWD, all Outback models except

Outback Sport and H6-3.0 VDC 

feature a standard limited-slip rear 

differential that distributes power

between the rear wheels for maxi-

mum traction. H6-3.0 VDC models

feature an advanced Vehicle Dynamics

Control (VDC) system that works in

conjunction with Variable Torque

Distribution (VTD) AWD for excep-

tional vehicle control.

When accelerating, the

vehicle’s weight shifts rearward,

reducing traction to the front

wheels. In response, Subaru

AWD can smoothly direct

power to the rear wheels

where there is more traction.

When braking, the vehicle’s

weight shifts forward, reducing

rear-wheel traction. Subaru

AWD can respond by sending

power to the front wheels for

better overall steering control

and braking performance.

“…THERE WAS NEVER A DOUBT THAT WHEN YOU HELD THE OUTBACK’S

STEERING WHEEL, YOU HELD THE REINS.”

TRUCK TREND, DECEMBER 2000

The 4-wheel, fully independent

suspension has been designed

to be extremely strong, yet supple

and responsive on the road. In

front, MacPherson struts use

L-shaped lower arms for added

rigidity and durability. Liquid-

filled suspension bushings

absorb unwanted vibration.

The Outback Sport features a

rugged dual-link suspension.

All other Outback models fea-

ture a rear multi-link suspen-

sion designed for exceptional

stability – and to help keep

handling consistent whether the

vehicle is heavily loaded or not.

Front and rear stabilizer bars

help keep body roll in check.



THE HEART OF EVERY SUBARU IS THE SYMMETRICAL AWD SYSTEM. THE ENGINE, TRANSMISSION, DRIVESHAFT AND REAR DIFFERENTIAL ARE LAID OUT IN A STRAIGHT LINE.

BY CLOSELY BALANCING THE BODY LEFT TO RIGHT AND KEEPING COMPONENTS CLOSE TO THE CHASSIS’ CENTERLINE, THE OUTBACK AND OUTBACK SPORT ARE EXCEPTIONALLY

AGILE, YET EXTREMELY STABLE. THE BOXER ENGINE’S COMPACT DIMENSIONS ALLOW IT TO BE PLACED FURTHER BACK IN THE CHASSIS, REDUCING WEIGHT AHEAD OF THE FRONT

WHEELS ALLOWING QUICKER REACTION TO STEERING INPUTS, AND ITS LOWER CENTER OF GRAVITY SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCES STABILITY IN TURNS AND EVASIVE MANEUVERS.

Coming out of a corner, a

front-wheel drive car tends to

understeer, or plow toward the

outside of a curve when accel-

erating. With AWD, a Subaru

vehicle exits a curve with

the right amount of power 

to the rear wheels.

Going into a corner, rear-wheel

drive cars tend to oversteer.

The rear wheels can break

loose, sending the car into a

spin. Subaru AWD tracks

smoothly through the curve,

entering with the right amount

of power to the front wheels. 

When going downhill, the vehi-

cle’s weight shifts forward,

reducing rear-wheel traction.

Subaru AWD can respond by

sending power to the front

wheels for better overall

steering control and braking

performance.

When going uphill, the vehi-

cle’s weight shifts rearward,

reducing traction to the front

wheels. In response, Subaru

AWD can smoothly direct

power to the rear wheels

where there is more traction.
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Subaru AWD has conquered the unique demands of rallying, where

a vehicle must be extremely responsive and maneuverable, yet

completely stable and predictable.



These days, a lot of manufacturers

are making cars that pretend to be

trucks and trucks that pretend to be

cars, and neither is doing a particularly

good job of it. But there is a better

choice, the Outback Sport. A pur-

pose-built vehicle with Subaru AWD,

a more powerful 2.5-liter engine, and

a rugged, yet supple suspension to get

you just about anywhere active people

want to go. With standard air condi-

tioning, cruise control, power windows,

door locks and mirrors, AM/FM audio

system with single-disc CD player–even

an available auto-dimming rearview

mirror with built in compass – getting

there is more than half the fun.

Go places you never thought you’d go. Carry

things you never thought you would. The rear

bumper step pad protects the finish when

loading. The removable cargo tray is handy,

especially for sloppy stuff. Cargo tie-down

hooks help keep things in their original and

upright position, and a standard cargo cover

gives added security.

NO IDENTITY CRISIS HERE.
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Outback Sport shown in Midnight Black Pearl/Graystone Metallic

“THE IMPREZA OUTBACK SPORT OFFERS A UNIQUE

COMBINATION OF UTILITY AND FUN.”

EDMUNDS.COM
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Comfort and flexibility are key in Outback Sport. The height-adjustable

driver’s seat and tilt steering column help tailor your driving position.

The 60/40 split fold-down rear seatback gives multiple options for 

carrying people and goods and folds flat for maximum cargo capacity.



THE IMPREZA OUTBACK SPORT HAS A SPECIAL LOOK TO MATCH ITS UNIQUE ABILITIES WITH AN EXCLUSIVE PAINT SCHEME, INTERIOR FABRIC AND 16-INCH ALUMINUM-ALLOY

WHEELS. STANDARD ROOF RAILS WITH CROSS BARS CAN CARRY A MULTITUDE OF ITEMS. MULTI-REFLECTOR HALOGEN HEADLIGHTS AND LARGE DIAMETER FOG LIGHTS

PROVIDE SUPERIOR ILLUMINATION TO SEE WHAT’S AHEAD. THE REAR WINDOW WIPER/WASHER MAKES SURE YOU CAN SEE WHAT’S BEHIND AS WELL. SUBARU ALL-

WHEEL DRIVE HELPS MAKE SURE YOU GET WHERE YOU’RE GOING, AND THE NEW DESIGN, ALONG WITH AN AVAILABLE REAR SPOILER, MEANS YOU’LL ARRIVE IN STYLE.
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Outback is powered by a 2.5-liter, 16-valve

horizontally opposed boxer engine produc-

ing 165 horsepower and 166 lb.-ft. of torque

for low-end power. The engine’s lower cen-

ter of gravity design means reduced body

roll in turns for secure handling.

SNOW MOBILE
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Thoughtful touches are always appreciated. The overhead console features

map lights and a swing down bin for sunglasses. Time and ambient

temperature readings are easily located at a glance. An additional 12-volt

power outlet is located in the cargo area for added utility.

Outback Wagon shown in Wintergreen Metallic/Titanium Pearl 
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Outback helps you over life’s little moguls.

Outstanding comfort is provided by standard

air conditioning; power windows, door locks

and mirrors; cruise control and AM/FM/

Weatherband audio system with cassette

player. Even a 6-way power driver’s seat with

manual lumbar adjustment and a convenient

60/40 split fold-down rear seatback. Little

gets in the way, with a standard heavy-duty

raised suspension, 7.3 inches of ground clear-

ance, full-time AWD, advanced 4-channel/

4-sensor ABS and a limited-slip rear differen-

tial for added grip. For cooler climates, the

available All-Weather Package features heated

exterior mirrors, dual-mode heated front

seats and a windshield wiper de-icer.

“IT COMBINES SUV-LIKE SPACE, CARLIKE ROAD MANNERS, AND A 

CHARISMATIC APPEARANCE.”

AUTOMOBILE MAGAZINE, FIELD GUIDE 2000



RUGGED GOOD LOOKS. TITANIUM PEARL COLOR BODY-SIDE CLADDING AND SPLASH GUARDS PROVIDE PROTECTIVE BARRIERS FROM THE ELEMENTS. THE REAR BUMPER FEATURES 

A STEP PAD TO PROTECT THE FINISH WHEN LOADING AND A REMOVABLE CARGO MAT TO PROTECT THE INTERIOR. SPORTY 5-SPOKE 16-INCH ALUMINUM-ALLOY WHEELS FEATURE

SUBSTANTIAL 225/60 SERIES RAISED WHITE LETTER M+S ALL-SEASON RADIALS.  STANDARD MULTI-REFLECTOR HALOGEN HEADLIGHTS AND FOG LIGHTS WITH STONE SHIELDS LIGHT

YOUR WAY AHEAD, WHILE A REAR WIPER/WASHER HELPS YOU SEE BEHIND. STANDARD ROOF RAILS WITH CROSS BARS ENHANCE ITS GENEROUS CARGO-CARRYING ABILITIES. 
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In bad weather, you’ll appreciate the heated exterior mirrors, dual-mode heated

front seats and windshield wiper de-icer of the standard All-Weather Package.

In nicer conditions, you’ll enjoy the standard power moonroof on Limited Sedan

or the tilting front and retracting rear dual moonroofs on Limited Wagon.

OFF THE BEATEN PATH WITHOUT THE BEATING.

“…THE OUTBACK MAKES SO MUCH SENSE – SOME SUV ATTITUDE AND CARGO

ROOM, AND A CARLIKE DRIVING EXPERIENCE.”

MOTOR TREND, NOVEMBER 2000

Outback Limited Wagon rewards you with the

luxuries of the Limited Sedan and the added

practicality only a wagon can provide.

There’s often a fork in the road

between sedan people and wagon people.

Fortunately, with Outback Limited,

there’s plenty for them to agree on.

Standard leather-trimmed upholstery 

and a premium AM/FM/ Weatherband/ 

cassette audio system with single-disc CD

player and 6 speakers (8 speakers on wagon

models) mean supreme comfort whichever

model you choose. Sedan models add a

rear seat center armrest with trunk pass-

through, perfect for carrying oversized

items. And along with the safety and 

control of full-time All-Wheel Drive,

standard front seat side-impact air bags

help protect you during a side collision.*

Outback Limited Sedan shown in Black Granite Pearl/Titanium Pearl*Seatbelts must be worn at all times. Children should always be properly restrained in the rear seat.


